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A VIEW OF THE PONTIFICATE: From its fuppofed Beginning to 
the End of the Council of Trent, A. D. 1563. In which the Cor- 
ruptions of the Scripture and Sacred Antiquity, Forgeries in the 
Councils, and Encroachments of the Court of Rome on the Church and 
State, to fupport their Infallibility, Supremacy, and other Modern 
Doétrines, are fet in a true Light. By LAURENCE HOWEL, 
A.M. London: Printed by John Nut: And Sold by Joha Pem- 
berton at the Golden Buck. againft St..Dunftan’s Church in, Fleet~ 
ftreet. MDCCXIE.: Jn 8v0. Pagg.'579. | r 


™ HIS Book is a Sharp and Learned Invective againft the Court of 
Rome, and the Romi(h Clergy. ‘ A Work of this Nature can ne- 

ver come out at an unfeafonable Time. ‘The Chriftian Religi- 

on is fo Sain: eA corrupted and disfigured among the Roman Catholicks, 
that all Proteftants ought to be’ made fenfible of ict, efpecially in thofe 
Countries where Popery is but imperfeétly known by the Generality of 
the Inhabitants. 'Whoever'refle&s upon the State of Chriftianity in for- 
mer Ages, and even in feveral large Kingdoms at this prefent Time, mutt 
needs exprefs a great Indignation againft the Romifh Clergy, whofe Am- 
bition, Avarice, and Ignorance *, have occafiori’'d'fuch an Alteration in 
the Religion taught by Chrift and his Apoftles. Is it not a moft deplo- 
rable Thing, thar thole very Men, appointed to ‘preferve the Purity of 
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_ %& Several Honeft and Wife Cle n have in all Ages exclaimed againft the. Ambi- 
tion, Avarice; and\Ignorante of the Clergy. See among ‘other Books the Cataleges 
Tefium Perit atit. |; Ww ! . ; . ¥Si If He9uh VV : 
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the Gofpel, fhould have introduced fo many Corruptions 2 That thefe 
very Men, whofe Office it was to give a right Notios of Chriffianity , 
and to fupprefs Superftirton whenever it began to appear, fhould have 
been the Authors of fo many Falfe Dodtrines, and Superftitious Practices ¢ 
That inftead of feeding their Flocks, they fhould lord it over them ? 
That Paftors fhould become perfe@& Tyrants? Ina word, That they fhou’d 
have done fo little Good, and fo much Mifchief ? 

No one can be more fenfible of what I have faid concerning the Church 
of Rome, than the Learned Author of this Book. He undertakes to fet 
in a true Light the Forgeries and Impoftures of the Romijh Clergy , and 
makes this Judicious Reflexion upon it. “ Truth ( fays be) never fhuns 
“ the Light, bue will bear the niceft Serutiny ; needs no Spurious ‘Tracts 
“nor Forged Legends to enforce it, and defpifes thofe mean Arts of 
“ corrupting Words, and diftorting the Senfe of Genuine Authority to 
“ fupport Innovation”. He obferves, That if the Roman Catholicks 
exerci(e their Reafon, they muff renounce their Religion; that among the many 
remarkable Impreffes of Truth the Church of England bears, it is one, That he 
does not blindfold her Profelytes, but leaves themthe Ufe of their Faculties; and.does 
not, by intruding on them an implicit Belief, force them to lap down their Reafon, 
when they take wp their Faith. Our Author adds, That we are highly con- 
cerned in Matters of Religion, “ forthe Truth of which we can appeal 
“ no whither fo fafely, as to rhe Genuine Holy Scriptures, and uncor- 
“ rupted Antiquity. And yet both of thefe, in the feverat Popifh Editions, 
“ are fo ftuffed with Variations, Contradictions, Forgeries, dc. that it 
“* is impoflible to come at the Truth by them ”. | 

“ Certainly (continues the Author) norhing has fo'‘much contribared to 
“ the Difrefpe@ of the Chriftian Religion in general, as profticuting: it 
“to vile fecular Purpofes; which having once gained footing im=the 
“Church, made way for many Superftittons. to creep into her Worfhip. 
“Thefe were attended with many and dangerous Confequences; for 
“ when the Friends of the Pomtificate had by a vaft Train of forged De- 
“ erétal Epiftles, Sham-Couneils, and bale. Corrupsions of the Holy Scripture, 
“ and the moft carly Writers, fecur’d, and (asthey thought ) lodged the 
“ Supremacy in the Bifhop. of Rome, they caft abour how to inveft him 
“ with Temporal Power. This they were not long in doing; for when 
“they had im Matters of Truth and Divine Worthip, perfuaded, or 
z ioe oma, all wrasse fone. Bowes ae their Opinion, ey had nothing 

to do but to triumph over that part of Mankind, whofe Reafon the 
“ had exippled.and enflaved”. ; . 


Mr. Howel has made a vaftCollection of the Forgeries and Encroachments. 


of the Courtof Rome, and carries his Enquiries to the End of the Coun- 
ail of Trent, He thews how the Holy Scripture and Antiquity: have been 
eorrupted by the Romifh:Clergy ; how New Doétrines =i iti 
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Practices have been introduced at feveral times ; and how the Clergy left 
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nothing unattempted to fuppert falfe Opinions, and the pretended Infalli- 
biliry of the Church. I cannot give a particular Extraé& of a Book of 
this Nature, and therefore I fhall only confine my felf to fome few Paffages. 


1. The Author begins with this remarkable Obfervation. “ It would 
© be difficult to refolve, wherher the Church of Chrift hath fuffered more 
“by the Barbaricy of Heathens, or by the unfaithful Editions of the 
“ Councils ”.. He adds, that “‘ the Ignorance of the Ancient Monks 
“ did not contribute more to the Darknefs of thofe Times, than the 
“* ftudied Corruptions and vile Contaminations of the beft Authors have 
“in later Days ”. 

2. Mr. Howel makes the following Remark upon the pretended Relu- 
étancy of thofe, who were promoted to the-See of Rome. “ It is worth 
“ obferving, ( fays be) thar all, or moft of the Popes were chofen with 
““ much Relu@tancy, according to Asaftafius: And though many of them 
** have been known to wade through Blood and Bribery to this defirable 
“* Poft in the Church ; yet the (ceningly fubmitted to a Sort of Holy 
““ Rape from the People upon their Ele@ions ”. 

3. Our Author obferves, That inthe Year 1073. feveral Synods met in 
Italy about the Married Clergy: They declared their Marriage to be a 
Concubinage ; and Pope Gregory VII. fent his Decree to the Council of 
Erford in Thuringia, importing, that all Clergymen fhou'd pare with their 
Wives. Lambertus Schaffnaburgenfis (Chron. pag. 506.) informs us, that when 
that Decree was publifh’d , the Clergy exclaimed againft ic in very Em- 
phatical Words. The whole Clergy ( fays that Hifforian ) ftrenuoufl 
* oppofed this'Decree, calling Gregory VII. downright Heretick and Mad- 
*'man, who had forgotten the Words of the Apoftle, He that cannot contain 
“ bimfelf, let bim marry; for itis; better to marry than to burn ; who by a 
“ violent Exa&ion demanded from Men cloathed with Flefh and Blood to 
“ live the Life of Angels. And yet whilft he thus pretended to den 
** Nature her lawful Liberty, encouraged Fornication and Uncleannefs. 
“ But ‘if he perfifted in the Profecution of this Sentence, they were 
* refolved to quit the Priefthood, rather than diffolve their Marriage ; 
* and then he might fee what Angels he could get to govern the Church”. 

4. Mr. Howel gives us the following Account of the Origin and Progrefs 
of School-Divinity. “In this Age (the KilIth Century ) School-Divinity , 
“ which before had but barely been introduced, gained firm Footing. In 
“ the' more early Ages of the Church, the Apoftles, and thofe Holy 
** Apoftolick Men their Succeffors, delivered that pure and Genuine Do- 
“* @rine, which they had received ftom our Bleffed Lord’, in a Method 
plain and eafy, and accommodated to the meaneft Capacity ; avoiding 
“ chofe Perplexities which attend litigious Difputes, except when Neceflit 
“required a more minute way of arguing in Defence of the Faith again 
* the Gentiles and Hereticks. In “4 inttruting of their Carechumens, 
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of their Faith, containing the Heads of Evangelical Learning ; which 
they more at large explain’d in their Sermons. OF this fort were thofe 
admirable Catechetical Lectures of St. Cyril of Ferufalem, and St. Gregory 
Nyffin , together with the’ proper Homilies , which contained an 
Expofition of fome part of the Old and New Teftament , or fome 
practical Moral Dodétrine. But when this Primitive Ecclefiafticak 
Purity and Simplicity grew into difufe, they fet'up a more fublime and 
fubtle Way of Reafoning , which was chiefly taken from Diomyfius the 
Sham-Areopagite,in the laccer Part of the Fourth Century. But it is moft 
certain, that about the middle of the Eighth Century, ‘fobn, Damafcene 


‘ the Syrian was the firft chat gain’d  School-D:vinity that Preeminence, 
‘ which ic for many Ages maintain’d in the Greek, and afterwards in the 


Latin Church. . It was, he that brought Theology to that nice and 
accurate Method, diftributing his Notions under proper Heads, as 
appears in his four Books, De Fide Orthodoxa. Inthe firft.of which he 
treats of the Unity and Trinity of the Godhead, with its Nature and 
Properties. In the fecond, of the Creation, and the feveral Kinds of 
Creatures. In the third, of the Incarnation of the Word, and. the 
Perfonal Union of both Natures ; of the Life, Death, and-Defcent of 
Chrift into Hell. In the fourth, of the Refurre@tion and Afcenfion of 
Chrift ; of Faith and the Sacraments ; of Relicks and Images; of the 
Law of God, Sabbath, Circumcifion, and Antichrift, and of the Re- 
furrection of the Flefh. Several of which are tender Points: And 
tho he, and other School-Divines fince , have fpun their Notions of 
them very fine, they are rather amufing than inftru@ing: And to ac- 
quire Applaufe to themfelves, they have too often render’d that diffi- 
cult and obf{cure, which init felf is plain and eafy. Befides, the en- 
quiring into and defining the Nature of Myfteries , borders fo very 
near upon profaning them, that it is very much to be feared, the Loofe- 
nefs of the latter Ages is ina great Meafure owing to their bufy Curio- 
fity ; or, 1 fear I have too much Caufe to fay, their Vanity in fhewing 
their own Abilities. But how fond foever the Greek Church was, of 
thefe Notions, it’s certain , that in the Latin Church-they were, not 
entercain'd for near 400 Years after ; Lancfranc, Archbifhop of Canter- 
bury, being faid by fome to have been a great Encourager of School- 
Divinity, tho this fcarce appears by his Works. ‘Peter Abailard, in the 
beginning of the Twelfth Century, and Peter Lombard about the middle 
carry it on in the fame Steps Damafcene had begun ; fo that by this 
time Theology had put on quite another Afpea&, her Arguments 
reftrained to a philofophical Method, and the Thread of Reafoning 
drawn fo fine, that it was as unintelligible as it was invifible. Peter 
Lombard is followed by a vaft Train , viz. Alexander Hales, Thomas 
Aquinas, Albertus Magnus, &c. who haying quitted the more plain and 
y 
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“ »are-Dodrine ofthe Ancientss betake themfelves wholly: to School+ 
“Divinity, and the \Arifatelian Philofophy ; and that not from the Greek 
Originals, but from the imperfe& Tranflations of the Arabians ; being 
“ generally takenifrom Verfions ill done, and worfe underftood. How- 
“ever, by this hey made their, Way; and-primitive Divinity was fo far 
© Igid afide, that infteadjof,.the; Authority of St, Paul, Ariftotle, keeps the 
“Chair, and is become the fole. Moderator. in all Theological -Difputes. 
«* A melancholly, Face.of; Things;! , But. for-what.end this School-Divi- 
* niry was ftarted, and.how it),has anfwered the Eftablifhment of the 
“ Papal Majetty, the Reader may, obferve from.Damafcene. the Founder, 
“ (who was the great Champion of Image-worfhip, .4. D. 730.).and the 
“ reft of the, Schoolmen.,.all ,orymoft of which were eminence in. their 
“ Times for maintaining and defending the, Encroachments and Ufurpa- 
“ tions of the Court and Bifhop of Rome, in..Temporals. .as. well. as 
* Ecclefiafticks ”. 

5s. Mr. Howel obferves that one Evrard a Knight, in the XIIIth 
Century, was the firft Man burnt for Herefy. “ This Century (/ays 4e) 
“ begins with che Council of Paris, A.D, 120%. in which one Evrard; 
“a Knight. whom Hey Count of Nevers had-made Prefident ‘of his 
“ Eftate, was accnfed of the Bulgarian Herefy.. He was a Mat. of ‘great 
* Abilicy in State Affairs, but an Oppreflor of thofe under bim, fay the 
** Editors, 7.1. p. 24. Par.1.(So eafy itis to takean Occafion of quarreling 
** with thofe we hate !) However, he is fummoned to appear before the 
** Pope’s Legate in Council, where he is condemned of Herefy, and 
** fentenced to the Flames, to expiate his Crime ; being firft.delivered to 
“his Mafter,, Count Hesry, to. make up his Accounts, and afterwards to 
** che Executioner at Nevers, where he accordingly fuffered. . Here was 
“ the beginning of Propagation by Fire and Fagot ”. 

6. Our Author exclaims againft the Court of Rome, and the Romifh 
Clergy in the following Words. “f What Extravagancies will not Men 
** commit, when they give themfelves up to ungovernable Ambition and 
fordid Avarice ? What Seas..of. Blood, and immenfe Treafures, have 
been, expended in.the fupporr of thisywild Notion of Supremacy ? How 
many crown’d Heads have bled under their execgable Refentment ; and, 
what vile and unjuftifiable. A@ions have been committed by their 
Partifans, to maintain this ill-gotten Sovereignty ? That MEEKNESS, 
“ which our Bleffed Lord and his Difciples taught and praéifed, and 
“commanded all, efpecially the Paftors.of his Flock, to imirate , is by, 
“* them turn’d into extream-Cruelty,; their very, Priefts ,, whofe Office as 
to feed the Souls of God’s People, turn’d into Ruffians and Affaffines ; 
and it has, more than once, been thought Meritorious to take off a 
“King that ftoodin their way ”.-— - 

7. Mr,Howel calls the Office ofthe Joly Inquifition, the Scandal and, Scourge 
ef the Chriftian. Religion, the Rack of Conlciences, and Shop of Cruelty and: 
Butchery. 
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Butchery, He quotes a remarkable Paflageof Ludovicus « Paramo, which I 
have readin that Author. “‘ Ludovieus a Paramo ( fays Mt. Howel ) who 
“was an Inquifitor , in his Book de Orig. Officii. S. Inquifit. 1. 1. tit. 2. ¢. 1. 
“© moft ridiculoufly lays the Foundation of it in Paradife , making God 
< the firft Inquifitor, and onr firft Parents by their Fall guilty of Herefy : 
“ And left this pretty Story fhould want Embellifhment, he tells us, Thac 
“ after the great Inquifitor had condemned them in a formal Manner, he 
“ enjoyned them a Penance, which they performed, wearing Leathern 
“ Garments; in Imitation of which, the Benediétines ¢ afcerwards wore 
“€ the Sanbenito. We might much more properly have made Adam the 
** Author of open-knee’d Breeches”. 

It appears from this Book, that the Chriftian Church has been very 
unhappy under the Government of the Clergy, from the beginning of 
the Pontificate to rhe end of the Council of Trent. 


I SHALL occafionally infert fome modern Falfifications of theHolyScri- 
pture. I have extraéted them from the New Teftament || printed in French 
at Bordeauxinthe Year 1686. when the Perfecution of the Proteftants was 
in its height. Tis a remarkable Piece of Impofture ; and I wifh it may 
be known tothofe Readers, who never heard of it. 

That New Teftament came out with this Title : Le Nouveau Teftament 
de Notre Seigneur Fe{us Chrift, traduit de Latin en Francois par les Theologiens de 
Louvain. A Bordeaux chez Elie Routier. 1686. Avec Approbation Per~ 
mifjion, in vo. 

Lhe Approbation of the Doétors of Bordeaux is dated February 11. 1661. 
‘from whence I infer that this Tranflation (made by the Louvain Divines) 
was then printed the firft time in that City, bur wichout any Faliification. 
The Permiflion of the Archbifhop of Bordeaux bears date fuly 17. 1686. 
It imports that this New Teftament has been revifed and exaétly correfled, 
Several Paffages of the New Teftament have been horribly falfified in that 
Edition. Here follow fome Inftances of it. | 

Luke Il. 41. Inftead of thefe Words, Now bis Parents went to Ferufalem 
every Year, there is in that New Teftament, And bis Parents went every Year 
IN PILGRIMAGE to Ferufalem: (Ec. fes pere & mere alloient tous les 
jans en pelerinage a Jerufalem. | 

Act. XML. 2. As they miniftred tothe Lord, &c. New Teftament of Bor- 
deaux, As they WERE OFFERING UP to the Lord THE SACRIFICE OF THE 


MASS, &e. ( Or comme ils offroient au Seigneur LE SACRIFI 
1.A MESSE. ) t : , ae 
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t If 1am not miftaken, it frould b¢: In Imitation of which, the Hereticks, condemned by 


the Inquifitors, wear the Sanbenito. This Book of Ludovicus a Paramo was printed at Ma- 
drid in 1698. 


|| That New Teftament is very fcarce, 
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1 Cor. Ill. x9. But be bimfelf fhall be faved ; yet fo, as by Fire. N.T. of 
Bordeaux. But be himfelf fhatt be faved 5 yer fc, as by the Fire OF PURGATO- 
RY. (Mais il fera fauve quanta lui, ainfi toutefois comme par le feu DU 

RGATOIRE. ’ 
phi Cor. VII. fh And unto the married I. command. N. T. of Bordeaux. 
Butas for thofe, who are united.by THE SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE, 1 
command them. ( Mais ceux quifont conjoints par /e Sacrement de mariage, 
je leur commande, &c.) 

1 Cor. X. 21. Ye cannot be partakers of the Lord's table, and of the table of 
Devils. N. T. of. Bordeaux. You cannot be partakers of WHAT IS S$ ACRIFT- 
CED UPON the Lord’s table, and of WHAT IS SACRIFICED UPON the table 
of the Devils. | ( Yous he pouvez pas ¢tre participans de ce qui eft facrifie fur 
la table da Seigneur, -8& de ce qui eff {acrifié far la table des Diables.) 

1 Cor. XI: 26. For as often as ye eat this bread, ‘&e. “N. T. of Bordeaux. 
For as often as ye eat the LIVING bread, &c. ( Car toutes les fois que vous 
mangerez ce pain vivant, &c. ) 

V. 28. Burt let.a man examine himfelfand {0 let him eat of that bread. N. T. 
of Bordeaux. Bat let a man examine bim{elf, and {0 eat of that LIVING Bread. 
(Or gue rhomme {cprouve foy-méme, & ainfi quwil mange de ce pain 
VIF. 

2 Cor. VI. 14. Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers. WN. T. 
of Bordeaax. Be wot united with unbeliewes BY THE SACRAMENT OF 
MARRIAGE. (Ne vous ioignez point par Sacrement de mariage avec les 
imfidelles.) _ See alfo x Tim. IV. 3. 

1 Tim. TV. 1. Now the Spirit fpeaketh exprefly, that in the latter times fome 
foal depart — the faith, N.T.of Bordeaux. Now the Spirit plainly faysy. 
that in the latter times {ome {hall depart from the ROMAN Faith. (Or YEfpric 
dit et qu’ ¢s derniers temps quelques uns fe feparcront de la foy: 
Romaine. 


THESE Falfifteations bring into my Thoughts 2 Paflage of Beza,. 
which deferves to be inferted here. That Illuftrious Reformer tells * us, 
That Monluc, Bifhop of Valence, complained in the Conference, held at 
St. Germain in the Year 1561. that the Dodtors.of the Sorbonne had appro- 
ved 2 Book written in Verfe by Arthus Defiré, tho” he had falfified the Second! 
Commandment, as it appears from.the following Lines. 


Tailler tu te feras.image 

De quelque chofe que ce foit. 

Sr honneur lui fais. & hommage,. 
Ton. Dieu grand plaifir en recoit. 





Poy ef the Refenied. Chemetus Erance, Vol I Lib, EV. pag. 693, 654. Ant-- 
£559,. 
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MOaONTP EAL LAER. 


R. Matte has made an Experiment of 

an Extraordinary Congelation. He 

fhews that two Drams of Oil of Tartar per 
deliquium being put into a Glafs, and mixed 
with the fame Quantity of the Liquor of 
Armoniac Salt, do quickly coagulate, info. 
much that one may make a Ball of the whole 
Marter of fuch a Confiftence , that it will 
run upon a Table ; and yet neither of thofe 


-two Liquors receives any other Alteration, 


but chat of lofing its Fluidity. 


AMIENS. 


BO OHE late Mr. Thier: % , Carate of Hie 

braye, who was a great Enemy to Su- 
perftitious Praftices, and.another Author f, 
undertook fome Years ago to prove that the 


‘Body of St. Firmin, the third Bifhop of this 


City, was not in the Cathedral Church. 
There is every Year, on the Feftival of that 


Saint, a folemn .Proceffion, in which his. 


Shrine is carried by the Chaplains , and ex- 
gated to the Veneration of the People. A 

radition.of a Thoufand Years, and above, 
is alledged for the Proof of thofe Relicks. 
The Chapter being refolved to maintain 
their Pretenfion, have engaged one of their 
Brethren (Dr. de Lefocg ) to write a Differ- 
tation againft the Two Authors above-men- 


tioned. 


Differtation fur la Tran flation du Corps de S. 
Firmgin leConfeffeur, troifiéme Eveque d° Amiens, 
onl on fait voir qwil oft dans TEglife Cathe. 





% Mr. Thiers’s Differtation was fuppre ft 
by a Decree of the Council of State in 1699. 

t The Letter, written by that Anony- 
mous Author, was condemned in.1697; 


? 


p me X ad Amiens , contre ce gu en ont ecrit l’ Aus 
teur de la lettre a un Curieux, O° few M. Thiers, 


"On prouve auffi que le Corps We S! Firminté Mar- 


tyr, premier Buiqued Amiens, eft dans la.méme 
Eglife, & non pas dans celle de l' Abbaye de 
Saint Denys en France, Amiens 171%, in 
129, 


PARIS. 


M Bulteau ‘has left behind him a large 
~ Library, confifting of choice and 
valuable Books, that are to-be fold. That 
Library contains, among other Books, a 
compleat Set of all the ‘curious Pieces re- 
lating to the particular Hiftory of the feve- 
ral Countries of Eurcpe ., and other Parts of 
the World. M. Bulteau was a great Lover 
of Learning : He died at 83 Years of Age. 

odi- 


‘The Catalogue is drawn up very met 


cally. 


Bibliotheca Bulteliana , few Catalogus Libros 
rum Bibliotheca V. Cl. D. Caroli Bulteau , Regi 


a Confiliis G Secreta¥iorum Regiorum Decani : 


Digefius © defcripths a Gabriele Martin, Biblio 
pola Parifienh ; cum Indice Aufhoram: Alphabe- 
tico. 1714. "Two Volumes in 12° Pagg. 
1035. | 


‘Three Letters have been lately publith’d 
—s the Therapeute mentioned by 
Philo. 


> Lettres pour G contre fur la fameufe queftion, 
fi les Solitaires appellexz Therapeutes, dont & par- 
le Philon Fuif, étoient Chretiens. Paris. 1712. 
in 12. Pagg. 38r. Seppe: : 

Thefirft Letter is- written to Father: de 
Montfaucon , and contains feveral mae ‘Ob- 
jeGtions concerning the Religion of . the 
Therapeute. The fecond is an Anfwer of 
Father de Montfaucon ; and the third, a Reply 
of the Author of the firft Letter. This 
Subje@ is-treated Jearnedly on both Sides, 
and the Book is worth reading. 
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